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Hum Bhi Kisi Se Kam Nahi

Participants at the starting line of the track race

Time and again we have been amazed by the
array of talent that exists in the Jamat,
particularly amongst its differently-abled
members. This was the very sentiment at a
region-wide event called “Hum Bhi Kisi Se
Kam Nahi” organised by the Aga Khan Social
Welfare Board for Gulshan.

Attended by over 600 participants, the event
motivated differently-abled children to work
on physical fitness and fostered healthy
competition. It promoted social inclusion and
community-building by partnering with three
councils of Sindh and four councils of
Karachi. Another objective of this sports
festival was to showcase sports skills within
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Band performs at Hum Bhi Kisi Se Kam Nahi

the differently-abled and provide a platform
for national and international competitions.

The event started off on a high note with a
musical performance by a differently-abled
band of the Ismaili Council for Gulshan. This
was the group’s first public performance.
Sporting activities like bocce, an Italian
Olympic sport, badminton, table tennis, and
track races were enjoyed by all. The event
received admiration from the leadership for
setting a landmark in history by gathering all
the local councils of the Southern Region in
one place. It was a reminder of what the
institutions can achieve when they are united.

A winner displays his award
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Recognising Voluntary Services in the Diamond Jubilee Year

The Ismaili Council for Ishkoman Puniyal in
coordination with the Jamati Activities
Programme Portfolio arranged a Volunteer
Convention Programme. Ismaili Council for
Ishkoman Puniyal (IP) and ITREB-IP members
also attended the event. The key focus of the
programme was to enhance volunteer spirit
and encourage interactions between the
younger and the more senior volunteers.

The event celebration included a flag hoisting
ceremony, a band performance, a march-past
by volunteers and boy scouts, and the
distribution of recognition certificates to
volunteers who rendered their services during
the Darbar and Jamati Activities of the
Diamond Jubilee Year.

The ITREB Chairman and President of Ismaili
Council for Shergilla said, “Volunteers are the
backbone of the Jamat.” He also said,
“Female Volunteers have remained active
throughout the DJ events and played a crucial
role in serving the Jamat.” The event was very
well received by volunteers as well. A volunteer
said, “Volunteer Recognition Day played a very
important role because it provided a platform
to encourage us to serve with zeal.” A
Volunteer Appreciation Day was also held at - .
the Chinar Jamatkhana in Upper Chitral. A group photo of Volunteers in Upper Chitral

A Night of Appreciation

The Aga Khan Health Board for Gulshan, the Regional Health Board, donors, that comprised of a tasbih and an evergreen
Karachi organised an Appreciation Award volunteers and Jamati leadership of the area.  plant. Moreover, the event included a tableau
Night at Al-Azhar Garden. The objectives of Participants also included Health Area performance by the children of the Al-Azhar
the event were to applaud the dedication and ~ Committee members spanning from the year ~ REC followed by dinner, musical night and
spirit of the Health Board and Health Area 2015 to 2018 and their immediate family rasura, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all
Committee and to motivate other team members. The ceremony included a the guests. One participant said, “After all the
members to render similar services. The distribution of appreciation letters and awards hard work done during Deedar events,

event was attended by 350 participants, to members and donors of the seven Gulshan Health Board’s appreciation made
including office bearers and members of the Jamatkhana Health Area Committees, along ~ me feel so honoured that | am part of such an
Ismaili Council for Gulshan, office bearers of with a gift from the Gulshan Health Board institution.”

Speeches at the Appreciation Award Night A volunteer receiving her token of appreciation
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Recognising High Achievers in Gupis Yasin

2 Arts Na

o

Award recipients of Gupis Yasin

The Ismaili Council for Gupis Yasin organised
the Diamond Jubilee Sports Festival (DJSF)
and Jubilee Art Competition High Achievers
Recognition Day to appreciate the
accomplishments of the Jamat’s athletes and
artists in the region.

The Regional Chairman for Aga Khan Youth
and Sports Board gave the opening remarks.
He was followed by Haji Murad, who played
the tune of the fairies on the sitar and was
greatly appreciated by the audience. He is
the first person from the region to qualify for
the music competition at the international
level. Another participant, Sadia, who is an
eight-year-old emerging artist and has
achieved one of the top five position at the
national-level dance competition, inspired the
audience with her performance. Appreciation
certificates were distributed amongst the 28
high achievers in different categories of the
DJSF.

A Day with Diamonds

A Day with Diamonds was a one-day event
organised by the Aga Khan Social Welfare
Board for Gilgit. The event, attended by 550
people, was meant for senior citizens and
differently-abled persons from all
Jamatkhanas in the jurisdiction of Ismaili
Council for Zulfigarabad. The key objectives
of the event were to provide senior citizens
and differently-abled persons with a platform
to express their ideas, share their
experiences, and take part in the momentous
Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

The event included various activities such as
poetry, musical performances, songs, local

hareep dances, traditional games, speeches
and gift distribution. In order to ensure
maximum participation of Jamati members,
transportation services were provided to
participants from all Jamatkhanas of Ismaili
Council Gilgit. Moreover, the Aga Khan Health
Board supported the event by organising a

health stall for senior citizens allowing them to

benefit from a free health check-up.

The event concluded on the note of pluralism
by acknowledging the values that senior
citizens and differently-abled people bring to
our society and underscoring inclusion as an
integral part of our history and values.

Diamonp JUBILEE "

Haji Murad said, “Playing the sitar has not
been considered so good in our area but the
competition made me realise that art of any
kind is very important if there is quality in the
art form.” Sadia’s father said, “Due to the
support of the institutions my daughter got a
top position in the dance competition at the
national level. Even though dancing for
females is disliked in our region, | shall take
special care of my daughter and continue to
encourage her to pursue her talent.”

Honorary Secretary for the Ismaili Council
said, “We were dreaming of only one medal
at the national level as we have been unable
to win a single medal in the national level
games. This year we won fifteen medals,
which means there is no dearth of potential in
our region.”

Audience appreciating the musical performances
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Diamond Jubilee Cultural Show

The Ismaili Council for Sultanabad put
together a cultural show as part of the
Diamond Jubilee celebration event series.
The event, organised in collaboration with
ITREB, was attended by 1000 people

including Jamati members, AKDN and Jamati
leadership, government representatives, and
members of sister communities. The cultural
show was both entertaining and a celebration
of the rich culture and traditions of the region.

Performers delight the audience at the Diamond Jubilee Cultural Show

Diamond Jubilee Walk

The Ismaili Council for Sultanabad organised
an event called “Walk for Life” for the local
Jamat. Around 200 Jamati members from
Jundrote, Gupis Yasin area participated in the
walk. The event not only provided an
opportunity for the Jamat to come together
for a social activity, but also highlighted the
importance of a healthy lifestyle. Different
segments of the Jamat, comprising girl
guides and boy scouts, Jamati institution

volunteers, Jamati members, and Jamati
leaders took part in the walk.

The walk started in the early hours of the day.
President, Sardar Khan welcomed
participants and spoke about the importance
of exercise. Participants were joined on the
way by the Jamats of Gamis and Khalti. At
the end of the walk, the ITREB Chairman
congratulated the Jamat for organising a

After welcome remarks by the President of
Ismaili Council for Sultanabad, the attending
leaders and community elders danced to
traditional music. The other cultural items in
the programme included traditional musical
acts. The first was Gero, a folk song
dramatising a dialogue between an ibex and
her child before the ibex becomes prey to a
hunter. The song is sung by people returning
from hunting the ibex. Boro, traditionally sung
at weddings, was also performed. Another
folk activity presented was Hashki, which is a
dance and musical performance carried out
by a troupe of young people in the winters in
exchange for food and dried fruits from
hosts.

The cultural event was a huge success and
was thoroughly enjoyed by the audience. A
young Jamati member expressed his joy at
attending an event that allowed him to
witness the beauty of his culture.

successful walk and appreciated the efforts
of the volunteers for ensuring the event went
smoothly. The walk participants, from the
leaders to the Jamati members, expressed
great joy in having to participate in the walk.
One of the boy scouts described the event as
“a beautiful morning with the Jamat of my
cluster.” Sharing similar sentiments, a senior
citizen participant said, “I am very happy to
be part of the walk.”

Boys Scouts taking part in the Walk for Life event
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Windows to Collaboration and Efficient Development

Jamatkhanas across Pakistan are witnessing  habits. Dr. Abbas led the lecture and the Q&A  moderating meat consumption, avoiding junk
a change in the method of communication session on topics such as incorporating clean  food, minimising salt intake, and keeping our
with their institutions. One-window offices are  and organic food in everyday diets, living environments clean and healthy.
offering support in areas of social welfare,
health, education, earning capacity and many
others. One-windows operate locally and
effectively draw on relevant boards to
address Jamati issues.

New one-window offices were opened in
Gulzar-e-Rahim and Karim Nagar
Jamatkhanas in the Garden Jurisdiction. The
opening ceremony was attended by Jamati,
Local and National Leadership. In his remarks
at the event, President, Ismaili Council for
Pakistan, Hafiz Sherali appreciated the efforts
put into one-window offices and emphasised
the need for institutions to collaborate to
alleviate poverty and improve the quality of
life of the Jamat.

Meanwhile, the one-window office in Bilhaz
Bala, Gilgit-Baltistan, held a safe food, water
and sanitation session for the Jamat of the
Upper Immit area. This event was meant to
spread awareness about hygienic eating A ribbon-cutting ceremony to inaugurate the one-window office

A Love for Books

The inaugural ceremony for the the request of the Jamat and students, a leadership, the Chairman and Member
Gulshan-e-Noor library and reading room library and reading room was developed ina  Finance LEB-G, donors, library members and
was arranged by the Local Education Board, = new and accessible location. The new library  volunteers. After the ribbon-cutting ceremony,
Gulshan (LEB-G). The library aims to provide  holds three thousand books on general attendees were given a tour of the library. The
access to knowledge, a platform to design knowledge, science, religious and Jamat received the new library with
educational programmes and provide a team  educational literature and other topics. The enthusiasm, one person commending that
of well-trained staff who offer quality services  reading room can accommodate thirty “the books are useful and very informative.”
that fosters learning. students for educational sessions and

classes in the future. The event’s message was that there is no
For three years, there had been no proper friend as loyal as a book.

library or reading room in Gulshan-e-Noor. On  The event was attended by Jamati
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President Ismaili Council for Gulshan speaking at the inaugural ceremony
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Financial Expo 2018

The Aga Khan Economic Planning Board for
Pakistan (AKEPB) organised Financial Expo —
2018 in Gahkuch to increase financial literacy
and knowledge about savings. The event
attracted 225 participants from Ishkoman
Puniyal / Gahkuch, Damas, Chatorkhand and
Singul.

This event marked the beginning of a unique
partnership between Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN) financial institutions and
AKEPB in service of the Jamat. The expo
aimed at increasing awareness in the Jamat
about various financial products including
saving schemes, investment policies and
loans that are offered by financial institutions
within AKDN namely Habib Bank Limited,
The First MicroFinanceBank Ltd. and New
Jubilee Insurance.

These institutions gave presentations
marketing their own financial products
including loans that can be availed for both
personal and business purposes. They also
apprised the Jamat of the State Bank of

Participants receive information at the Expo 2018

Pakistan’s Credit Guarantee Scheme and
other saving opportunities. These institutions
set up sales kiosks to promote their financial
products, which participants could buy at the
venue.

Strong Relations and Happy Families

A happy family benefits family members and
the community. Keeping this in mind, the Aga
Khan Social Welfare Board for
Gulshan-e-Noor, Karachi, joined forces with
the Ladies Volunteer Corps to host a fun
event called Khushal Gharana for Jamati
women. The event was attended by nearly
200 people. The programme was designed
to promote a strong relationship between
mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law.

A skit performed by the Volunteer Corps

Participants engage in a group activity

conveyed the message that instead of being
bound as in-laws and treating each other as
saas and bahu, the relationship between a
mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law should
be like mother and daughter. The attendees
took part in many games and activities
working in pairs. The aim was to allow
mothers and daughters to bond and
incorporate important values such as having
fun with each other, communicating, and
enjoying the different colours of their
relationship. The pairs made flower garlands

Attendees also benefited from one-to-one
financial counselling and were informed of the
importance of saving, maintaining life and
health insurances, and borrowing loans to
secure their future.

to underscore the idea that members of a
family are linked together as a beautiful chain.

In another activity, mothers and daughters
did each other’s hair learning that just as all
strands must come together in a beautiful
hairstyle, all members of a family must also
come together regardless of differences. An
important take away from the event was that
people bound by marriage must treat each
other with love, generousity and respect.

Participants strengthen their relationship through activities at Khushal Gharana
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Working in Unity

Participants pose for a group picture

In an ever growing and globalised world, make participants realise the importance of
diversity is inevitable and the need for different skill sets and of mutually benefiting
pluralism has never been more urgent. In light from each other’s strengths. Participants

of this growing realisation, the Human were divided into groups based on their
Resource Development Committee institution and jurisdiction. This allowed them
introduced “Yohsin.” Yohsin is a unique to get to know each other’s strengths better.

workshop for Jamati volunteers to foster
teamwork, cooperation, and collaboration in ~ Moreover, the speaker, Farhad Karamally
carrying out their duties. The programme was engaged the audience via case studies that

organised by the Ismaili Council for made them polish their problem-solving and
Karimabad in collaboration with the Ismaili critical-thinking skills. Hussein Tajani, Vice
Council for Kharadar, and was attended by President, Ismaili Council for Pakistan, spoke
55 participants belonging to institutions in to the volunteers regarding the guidance of
both jurisdictions. Hazar Imam and the importance of working
as a team to achieve the goals of the
The workshop was designed to integrate institutions. Team-building activity at Yohsin

team-building activities and group work to

Team Girl Workshop

Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board for into reality.” Another opined, “Life is so we build amongst is unbreakable and we are
Gulshan organised a guiding activity called unpredictable, we do not know what will unstoppable.”
“Team Girl” in association with the Nizari happen next but the trust, love and harmony

Hostel and Ali Jiwani Senior Guides
Company. The purpose of this activity was to
boost self-awareness and confidence of the
girls residing at the Nizari Hostel by engaging
them in scouting activities.

Eight guides conducted a workshop for
eleven girls aged 8-13 years. The workshop
focused on the girls’ struggles to get
educated. Activities included those designed
by the World Association of Girl Guides and
were meant to underscore the importance of
teamwork in making a difference, the need
for speaking out for a better tomorrow, and
on overcoming hurdles in education.
Attendees received gifts at the end of the
workshop. A Jamati leader addressed the
guides, “We are so grateful that you have
shared your knowledge with these kids. They
are lucky to have you here. They have learnt
from the guides and will now speak up for
their rights whenever necessary.” The
participants, too, appreciated the guides’
efforts. One shared a lesson, saying, “We
dare to dream and transform those dreams Participants hold up their guiding badges after completing Team Girl workshop
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Youth Lecture Series

The Ismaili Tarigah and Religious Education development and contemporary practice of ~ really wonderful and very important in

Board for Pakistan arranged a youth lecture  rites and rituals also came under discussion.  understanding the pluralistic traditions of the
series in 2018. The youth lecture series A participant exclaimed, “The session was Muslim world.”

brought scholars from the Institute of Ismaili
Studies to present their research and expose
the youth to Ismaili intellectual and cultural
heritage. On 7 April, 2018, Dr. Farid Panjwani
gave a talk on “The Role of Doubt in Religious
Life” to 400 participants and, on 28 April,
2018, Dr. Gurdofarid Miskinzoda spoke on
“The Key Principles of Imamah in Shia Islam”
to 225 participants.

The first session titled “The Role of Doubt in
Religious Life” explored themes of faith and
reason and their relationship to doubt and
skepticism. The second lecture series, “The
Key Principles of Imamah in Shia Islam,”
focused on the origin and development of the
intellectual and spiritual traditions of Shia
communities. Dr. Miskinzoda also discussed
religious authority and institutions in Shia
Islam and their significance in Shia
communities today. The historical Dr. Gurdofarid Miskinzoda

Understanding Islam

The Ismaili Tariqah and Religious Education ~ scholars. The programme’s main objectives ~ and case studies. The programme also

Board for Pakistan, in collaboration with the ~ were to reflect on the contemporary included an informal conversational session

Institute for Ismaili Studies, London, challenges faced by Muslim societies; provide Wwith Dr. Shiraz Kabani. Participants were

organised a lecture programme called a social, cultural and civilisational introduction  treated to a virtual tour of the Aga Khan

“Understanding Islam”. to Islam; and situate the Ismaili Tarigah within -~ Museum in Toronto. Overall, the programme
the context of the historical and intellectual provided participants with a platform to study

About 43 people from around the country development of Shia and Sunni Islam. contemporary issues that impact the Jamat

participated. The sessions were conducted and to understand our Shia Imami Ismaili

by scholars from all over Pakistan and also The sessions were engaging and interactive,  identity.

included two online sessions from IIS including presentations, video screenings,

What s Din?

h

Karim Khan taking a session on Sharia’h
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Diamond Jubilee Fiesta — Building Bridges

Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board for Lahore

organised a cultural event entitled “Diamond

Jubilee Fiesta” at a local hotel. The event was

attended by over 600 Jamati members, a
majority of them being the youth. Jamat from
across Punjab including Lahore, Sialkot,
Gujranwala, Faislabad, Lala Musa and
Shahdrah participated in great numbers and
appreciated the talent. Moiz Ali Ismaily,

Honorary Secretary, Ismaili Council for Lahore

was the Chief Guest at the event.

The event showcased the Jamat’s talent
shortlisted and qualified for Jubilee Arts
Exhibition which will be held later in Portugal.
In addition to the talent showcase, an Art
Gallery exhibition was also displayed to
appreciate the work of local artists.
internationally renowned artists Adnan

Jahangir (Kathak dancer) and Quadrum Band

(A drum circle), also performed at the event.
The event acted as a bridge and provided an
opportunity for aspiring artists to connect
with professionals to learn from them and
polish their talent. A participant while
expressing her thoughts shared, “DJ Fiesta
was a great initiative by AKYSB. The

programme provided a platform to artists
from all backgrounds ranging from young
amateur performers to professional ones. We

Jubilee Arts finalists

hope that this platform continues to grow and
flourish.”

Tour de Khunjerab — A Unique Cycling Event

170 cyclists, 12 teams rode through the
breathtaking and scenic Karakoram Highway
all the way up to 16000 feet high Khunjerab
Pass situated on the Pak-China border. A
three-day racing event titled “Tour de
Khunjerab” was held in Gilgit-Baltistan with
an aim to promote tranquility in the region.

The race consisted of three stages i.e. Gilgit
to Rakaposhi view point (83kms), Rakaposhi
to Sost (107kms) and Sost to Khunjerab
Pass (83kms). The event was organised by
District Administration Hunza in collaboration
with Tourism Department, Gilgit-Baltistan.
Hunza Band, Boy Scout and Girl Guides

Participants prepare for the cycling race

welcomed the participants with enthusiasm.
During the Tour de Khunjerab cycle race, a
special regional cycling event was also
organised for young and amateur female
cyclists from Gilgit-Baltistan particularly
Hunza. About 25 females participated in the
race that started from Attabad Lake and
ended at Gulmit. The length of the track was
8 kms.

The District Administration for Hunza invited
Aga Khan Youth and Sports Board for Hunza
(AKYSB Hunza) for its assistance and
technical support. The AKYSB team helped
with the selection of the participants by

circulating the information to its local boards.
The AKYSB regional team also provided
shirts to the participants and assisted the
organising department in setting the route for
the female cycling event based on its
experiences and learning from AKYSBP’s
national cycling event last year.

The events ended up with a prize distribution
ceremony held at Gulmit. Mr. Sharif Khan,
President, Ismaili Council for Hunza, was the
Chief Guest at the event. A large number of
Jamati members attended the gathering.

Award distribution after the race
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AGA KHAN DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

Karighar - A Vocational Training Centre

Karighar, a vocational centre located in Gilgit,
is a part of the Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives of Serena Hotels.
Established in October 2016, the centre

provides skills training to local women,
empowering them to supplement their
household income. Karighar was set up to
develop a value chain where women-made
products are used for hotel consumption.

Karighar was established as a model in Gilgit
with plans for replication in other cities where
Serena Hotels are located. This centre has
provided skills training to approximately 150
women so far. Training is conducted in small
batches over a span of three months.

Currently, the sixth batch is undergoing
training and 34 women are employed at
Karighar. The centre goes beyond skills

trainings by creating distribution channels as
well. It provides women with raw materials
and purchases the finished products for use
in Serena properties, showcasing them for
the wide audience of Serena guests. Karighar
also makes the uniforms, bedding, and linens
for all the Serena Hotels in Pakistan.

The Hotel has recently opened a second
Karighar centre in Hunza where marginalised
women are producing embroidery. These
artworks are used as giveaways by the Hotel.
The economic empowerment of these
women enhances the quality of life for the
entire household.

AKES,P Students Win International Scholarships
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Like in previous years, this year too, AKES,P
students have won a number of United World
Colleges and Kennedy-Lugar Youth
Exchange and Study (YES) Programme

scholarships to continue a part of their
education abroad.

Two students from Aga Khan Higher
Secondary School (AKHSS), Seenlasht,
Muzamil Umar of class IX and Sajid
Muhammad Khan, of class X have won the
YES scholarship and will be travelling to the
US for a one-year exchange programme. In
addition, Moajiza Baig, student of class X,
AKHSS, Hunza, has also won a YES
scholarship for the academic year
2018-2019.

Moreover, 5 of our students, one from
AKHSS, Gahkuch, one from AKHSS, Gilgit

and 3 from AKHSS, Karachi, have won the
United World Colleges scholarships.

Sajida Jan of AKHSS, Gahkuch will be joining
a college in Central America for 2 years;
Nadeem Akbar of AKHSS, Gilgit is going to
Japan; Muhammad Faizan Malik of AKHSS,
Karachi is going to Costa Rica; Mahnoor
Rehman to Mostar, Bosnia; and Zakir
Hussain to Dilijan, Armenia.

These achievements are a matter of great
pride not just for the students and their
families, but also for their schools and the
AKES,P community.

Khushhali Bank, AKRSP to boost GB’s economy

The Khushhali Microfinance Bank (KMBL) has
entered into an agreement with the Aga Khan
Rural Support Programme (AKRSP) for a

value chain partnership in Gilgit-Baltistan
region. Under this agreement, AKRSP will
support KMBL in developing customised
financials services as per the needs of the
region’s people. The aim is to increase
financial inclusion in the area and give the
locals an opportunity to reach their optimal
economic potential.

The signing ceremony between the two
entities was graced by Ghalib Nishtar,
President — KMBL, and Muzzaffar Uddin, GM
— AKRSP, including senior management.
They both also agreed upon carrying out
awareness campaigns to increase an

understanding about the benefits of formal
financial services — on an individual and
community level.

Since 1982, AKRSP has been actively
working in the Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral
areas on the development and upliftment of
local communities. The organisation
manages multiple programmes including skill
enhancement trainings as well as
employment generation opportunities through
third party initiatives with the overall aim to
improve the quality of life for the areas’
people.
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Giving Back

We continue our series of honouring the Jamat’s many selfless Khidmatgars. In this issue, we showcase Ahmad Wali Khan, Chairman, Local
Education Board, Booni and Rahim Virani, Chairman, AKEPB Garden.

Ahmad Wali Khan

L't r |
WL

Rahim Virani

“Volunteerism is a source of spiritual
happiness,” said 34-year-old Ahmad Wali
Khan from Booni, Upper Chitral. Currently,
serving as Chairman, Local Education Board,
Booni, Walli has played a significant role in
implementing the English Language
Programme in the region. “When the
programme was first introduced in the region,
the Jamat was not very receptive. | went
door to door and convinced families to take
up this programme,” he said.

Till date, around 869 Jamati members have
been enrolled in the English Language
Programme.

Devoting three to five hours a week, Wali
started his voluntary services in 2002 at the
age of eighteen, when he was appointed
second lieutenant of the Ismaili Volunteer

Rahim Virani, 29 years old, is currently
serving as Chairman of Aga Khan Economic
Planning Board for Garden. Seeing the spirit
of volunteerism in his family, Virani started his
journey from Shaheen Scouts when he was 8
years old.

Defining his role at AKEPB Garden, he
stated, “Primarily, | help my team at Board
and Area level to strengthen their capacities
by building upon their abilities by empowering
them, and assisting them through day-to-day
challenges. Our goal is to achieve our core
mandate which includes but is not limited to,
maximising job placements, uplifting
individuals and families through training or
setting-up businesses, creating financial and
economic awareness, and introducing
exclusive programmes, especially for the
younger generation of Jamat, as well as
various other target groups.”

Official online sources

the.ismaili

Corps. For him, khidmat has been a
life-changing experience. “Khidmat has really
developed my overall personality. It has
inculcated a sense of responsibility, taught
me tolerance, and enhanced my leadership
skills,” Wali said. He served as Honorary
Secretary of Regional Health Board, Booni
from 2009 till 2011 and also served as
Honorary Secretary of Regional Economic
Planning Board from 2009-2012.

Crediting his parents, Wali said, “My parents
are profoundly religious-minded. They have
always encouraged and supported me.
Akbar Ladak, Honorary Secretary, Aga Khan
Education Board; Imtiaz Alam, Ismaili Council
Booni; Habib Ullah, Ismaili Council Booni;
Asghar Ali Fidayee, Local ITREB Booni and
Nasreen Bibi, ELEP Educator have also been
a source of inspiration.”

Devoting 35 hours a week at AKEPB, Virani
finds volunteerism an exergonic process — a
way to bring positive energy in his life. Talking
about his dedication, he expressed, “I cannot
disengage myself from serving the Jamat. It
has become part of my daily routine for last
several years. | have witnessed that after a
hectic work schedule from 8 am to 6 pm, |
only get re-energised when | serve Jamat,
and it gives me happiness and increases my
effectiveness to work beyond my normal
routine.” Expressing his remarks for the
younger generation, he said, “Please realise
and utilise your education, competencies and
strengths to benefit the Jamat by serving in
our Institutions. We (youth) have to come
forward and serve the Jamat to improve the
Jamat'’s overall quality of life. Remember, the
tradition of volunteerism is historic, and is in
our blood.

0 www.facebook.com/Thelsmaili G www.youtube.com/ Thelsmaili

www.instagram.com/ Thelsmaili 0 www.twitter.com/ Thelsmaili
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